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ORCHARD ROAD
Conveniently located beside a
number of downtown hotels,
Orchard Road is a hodgepodge of
high-end shopping, restaurants and
the requisite snack vendors. Finger
foods and ice cream in flavors like
durian, mango, peppermint and
corn may be savored as you stroll.
Chanel, Gucci, Vuitton and the like
are piled deep in a row of semi-
detached malls. It’s such a main drag that your
cab or walk to the metro will likely take you
through it at some point.

NEWTON FOOD CENTER

The “cooked food centers” are outdoor malls
of food hawker kiosks blessed with sinks and
bathrooms. Improvements in hygiene were
attained by government supervision, so you
can eat here without concern. | stopped at five
stalls and felt fit for a marathon afterward,
despite one stall having kept the eggs used in
my dish crate-stacked at (tropical) room
temperature. The hawkers are very
competitive, and any visible foreigner will be
challenged to read the menus or even grasp
the pictures before being accosted by everyone
within earshot.

Assolid defense is to fixate on one thing and
repeat it with increasing volume; many hawkers
will help you find it, and the others will let you
be. I prevailed by reciting the mantra, “Laksa
beehoon,” a rice vermicelli coconut-curry soup
with cockles, shrimp, and fish sticks. Food in
Singapore is a destination item unto itself, and
if you don’'t make it to this cooked food center,
make sure you get to another—all have
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different specialties, and you can have a quality
feast for less than the cost of one entrée
elsewhere. Like other centers in residential
areas, it's more active at night. Clemenceau
Avenue (North), near the Newton MRT stop.

ARAB STREET/HAJI LANE
Singapore’s Muslim area is concentrated
around Arab Street, where one can easily walk
to the beautiful Masjid Sultan Mosque
(Muscat and North Bridge Road), the Malay
Heritage Center, and hip Haji Lane in one long
afternoon. The Mosque’s courtyards are very
peaceful and a great place to relax on a bench,
but you must be modestly dressed (no shorts,
open shoes or exposed shoulders) to go inside.
One can hear the prayer call of the muezzin
while browsing the small souvenir shops along
the surrounding streets.

Put one part of Singaporean society in
historical context at the Malay Heritage Center
(85 Sultan Gate; tel. 65-6391-0450) a museum
with pottery and batik (traditional fabric
dyeing) programs for visitors, life-size models
of 19th-century Malay living quarters, martial
arts and dance performances and other
exhibits. Haji Lane is one of Singapore’s most
happening boutique shop
rows, with stores like 3
(fashion labels like Fly
London, San Francisco’s
Upper Playground and
Milk Berlin), Salad (home
and fashion accessories)
and Col:lage (locally-
designed jewelry,
accessories and clothes—
plus a cute bathtub
aquarium) showcasing
independent design.

(@) NIGHT SAFARI
Singapore’s oo is
impressive in its own
right, but for a unique
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experience, the Night Safari is hard to beat.
Nocturnal animals, usually almost impossible
to see, can be observed going about their
customary business. If you arrive in time for a
show, you may see them conducting more
staged business in a theater, like owls flying
over the audience to snatch snacks from
remote handlers, or enormous snakes being
draped over volunteer children.

The safari can be experienced on foot or
aboard a golf-cart-train that quietly hums past
night-lit pastures, fenced fields, valleys and
sculpted hills. I've never been so close to an
elephant. The cart train stops at stations where
you can disembark to explore winding exhibits
of animal areas and lakes at your own pace.
Bats may hurtle past your head to home in on
fruit bait hung from trees. Some faux-habitats
are even more intimate than the cart ride—I
could have touched a Malayan Flying Fox as it
hung from a branch and tore into a smelly
hunk of durian fruit. 80 Mandai Lake Road; tel.
65-6269-3411; open 6 p.m.—midnight daily,
ticket sales stop at 11 p.m.

LITTLE INDIA and MUSTAFA are
worth a visit at any time of the day or night,
and | mean any time. The colorful Hindu
temples of Little India, like Sri Veerama-
kaliamman (141 Serangoon Road; tel. 62-954-
538) can be admired from the outside or in,
and the hulking emporium of Mustafa is open
24 hours. Good thing, because that’s about
how long you'd need to browse its 150,000+
items. You will start out surprised at all the
toiletries and electronics, be awed by the
fabrics, spices, packaged foods and souvenirs,
and perhaps be worn out by the Western
footwear or hardware section. Prices range
from average to fire-sale. Though the
presentation is crazy-quilt because of the
overwhelming volume, the quality of the items
runs the gamut from kitschy junk to top
brand-name manufacturer. Mustafa, 145 Syed
Alwi Road; tel. 65-6295-5855 m
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