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HOTEL CHECK

o [0 The 100-year-old Hotel
Adlon Kempinski is a faithfully reconstructed
bit of history, its venerable opulence restored
in amanner belied only by its freshness.
Although a Kempinski property, the Adlon
capitalizes on its identity: instead of a brand
channel that the guestroom TV opens on,
there is a very interesting History Channel-
style documentary about the life of the Adlon.

Since its first opening, it has hosted royalty,
aristocrats, and celebrities of the old and new
West (think Marlene Dietrich, then Michael
Jackson). A guest can still imagine the balls,
conferences and splendor that took place just a
stone’s throw from the Brandenburger Gate.

The bright lobby has the classical dignity of
light marble ordered around a carved
fountain, punctuated by eruptions of gilt
wood and fresh flowers. The hotel bar is semi-
detached by a platform and winding low
marble bannister. The wood-rich elevators
combine period-brass hardware with a
keyscan security sensor—an unobtrusive black
nub below the brass floor buttons—that
allows only guests above the first floor. This is
a neat summary of the reborn Adlon’s historic
aesthetic and modern functionality.

The Adlon survived the Second World War
and brief conversion to a military hospital,
only to be largely gutted by afire. It continued
to operate under various purposes until 1984.
Kempinski rebuilt the Adlon in its original
spirit after the Berlin Wall fell, and the hotel
guests see today has been in continual
operation since 1997.

CIDOEHTHTHE The Hotel Adlon Kempinski
could hardly be better-placed for the business
or diplomatic traveler: the U.S. Embassy and
the Reichstag are nearby, the Potsdamer Platz
and the Gendarmenmarkt business districts are
less than a mile away, and Berlin radiates
outward from the hotel’s downtown location.
Shopping and dining are a 15-minute walk
away at the Friedrichshahnhof, a central Metro
station and bustling shopping-mall density of
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stores. Of course, the Brandenburger Tor
looming over the entrance to the Adlon makes
it very easy to navigate by taxi. Its adjacency to
the fine square of Pariser Platz and the histori-
cal parade thoroughfare of Unter den Linden
make for one of Berlin’s most sterling addresses.

COCTCCOEIIOI N0 306 deluxe rooms, 48
junior suites and 30 suites of varying size and
furnishings. Wheelchair-accessible, hypoaller-
genic and nonsmoking rooms are available.

OO CTn 00 Typical of service at the
Adlon Kempinski, the porter highlighted every
feature of interest in the room, and
demonstrated how to work the laptop-sized
safe. My room was saturated with indirect
halogen lighting, inset so as not to disturb the
muted gold bedboard and accents, dark wood
trim, and cream carpeting. The entry corridor
was a study in wood, with handsomely
patterned blonde parquet flooring and
considerable closet space. The floor-to-ceiling
windows opened over a peaceful courtyard
and view through a massive skylight into a
second-floor dining room.

A very comfortable bed was enhanced by a
pillow menu that included hypoallergenic,
horsehair and biological (organic) dried corn
kernels—I ordered the horsehair and corn
pillows, and was surprised that | slept best on
the latter. Work was easy at a desk amply
supplied with 110V and 220V outlets, many of

which were discreetly boxed into a nearby
business wardrobe including data, Internet,
and fax lines. Two phones were handy, and one
was cordless. Wireless and broadband Internet
were available for a fee.

The television was unremarkable and
medium-sized, set into a large, doored
entertainment center of light wood. The
bathroom was large and floored in black stone,
with Kempinski-branded amenities, two jars
of bath salts, and one bath oil included.
Rainshower and free-hand massage heads
decked out the shower stall, which had the
added comfort of a smooth stone bench.

Hair dryer, robes, slippers, and minibar
were also provided. The only real omission
was the lack of an iron and ironing board; my
clothes had arrived in a slight muddle, and not
only did I have to request an iron and board
every morning, but one morning the front
desk told me regretfully that none were
available at the moment. It was only a ten-
minute wait, but that was surprising in
such a first-rate hotel.

00000000000I000I0000 The
Adlon guest is spoiled for choice with
restaurants: the Quarré offers high-
class service and refinement, the Adlon
Stube showcases regional specialties,
and the Michelin-starred Lorenz
Adlon eschews gastronomic fads for
modern and purist cuisine. The Lobby
Lounge and Bar is a great place to
people-watch while listening to the
grand piano and enjoying cocktails or
afternoon tea.

OOEEEOEEEHECHIEE0 The library-like
business center had four computers,
networked to printers. Security privileges
permitted me use of my mobile devices.
Meeting rooms from 322 to 5,382 square feet
are available, with fax, PC, high-speed
Internet, wireless Internet access,
overhead/slide projectors, screens, and
integrated camera system with live coverage of
conferences or speeches.

OOCOOOETOEIEEIII0 The Adlon's exercise
and recreation facilities cover over 8,600
square feet and include a heated indoor
swimming pool, whirlpool, ladies’ and
gentlemen’s saunas, steambath, solarium, pool
bar, massage area, fitness room with
cardiovascular equipmentand a
Mediterranean-themed spa.

CIDOECOE This bastion of classical elegance
should be the pride of Kempinski and Berlin.

HLIO0T Rooms start at $420 and range up to
$16,000 for the Presidential Security Suite.

COOO00T0 The Hotel Adlon Kempinski,
Unter den Linden 77, 10117 Berlin, Germany;
tel. 49-30-2261-1111, fax 49-30-2261-1116;
www.hotel-adlon.de

—Alex Féthiere
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